
V
O

L
U

M
E

 86, N
U

M
B

E
R

 4, IS
S

U
E

 949 
      JO

U
R

N
A

L
 O

F
 T

H
E

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y

 F
O

R
 P

S
Y

C
H

IC
A

L
 R

E
S

E
A

R
C

H
 

            O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 2022

Journal of the 
Society for 

Psychical Research
Volume 86, Number 4, Issue 949, October 2022

Paranormal Contagion: A Potential Hazard for Case Investigators ������������ 193
 By Peter A. McCue

A Closer Look at Visual Life Reviews and Age in Adulthood During 
Near‑death Experiences��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 209
 By Robert A. King

Psychophysical Interactions with Electrical Plasma: Three Exploratory 
Experiments ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 226
 By Dean Radin and Joyce Anastasia

BOOK REVIEWS
Spiritual Awakenings: Scientists and Academics Describe Their  
Experiences ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 244
 By James E� Kennedy
La Saga de l’Ectoplasme. Tome 1. Enquête Critique et Objective sur le  
Phénomène des Matérialisations Médiumniques d’Hier et d’Aujourd’hui �������� 247
 By Renaud Evrard

CORRESPONDENCE
Letter from Chris Phillips ������������������������������������������������������������������������������ 251
Letter from Robert A� Charman ��������������������������������������������������������������������� 251
Letter from Leo Ruickbie ������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 253

NOTICES
Editor sought for the Magazine of the SPR ��������������������������������������������������� 255
Invitation for proposals: Survival Research Fund ���������������������������������������� 255
Annual General Meeting 2023 ����������������������������������������������������������������������� 256



THE JOURNAL OF THE SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH
The Society for Psychical Research was founded in 1882 “to examine without prejudice 
or prepossession and in a scientific spirit those faculties of man, real or supposed, which 
appear to be inexplicable on any generally recognised hypothesis�” In keeping with most 
scientific bodies, the society holds no corporate views, and any opinions expressed in this 
journal or the society’s other publications are those of the authors alone�

EDITOR
Malcolm Schofield, BSc, PhD, University of Derby, UK�

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Zofia Weaver, BA, PhD, Independent, UK�

REVIEW EDITOR
Nemo Mörck, BA, MSc�

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
Tammy Dempster, BSc, PhD, Canterbury Christ Church University, UK�

EDITORIAL BOARD
Prof� Chris Roe, BSc, PhD (Chair), University of Northampton, UK�

Prof� Stephen E� Braude, PhD, University of Maryland, USA�
Richard S� Broughton, BA, PhD, University of Northampton, UK�

Prof� Bernard Carr, MA, PhD, Queen Mary & Westfield College, UK�
Prof� Deborah Delanoy, BA, PhD, University of Northampton, UK�

Alan Gauld, MA, PhD, DLitt, Independent, UK�
James Houran, MA, PhD, Independent, USA�

Harvey Irwin, PhD, Visiting Research Fellow, Manchester Metropolitan 
University, UK�

Julia Mossbridge, MA, PhD, Northwestern University and IONS, USA�
Prof� Adrian Parker, MA, PhD, University of Gothenburg, Sweden�
Prof� John Poynton, MSc, PhD, The Natural History Museum, UK�

Adrian Ryan, Independent, UK�
Stefan Schmidt, PhD, University of Freiburg, Germany�

Paul Stevens, BSc, PhD, University of Derby, UK�
David Vernon, BSc, PhD, Canterbury Christ Church University, UK�

Prof� Caroline Watt, BSc, PhD, University of Edinburgh, UK�
Prof� Robin Wooffitt, BSc, PhD, University of York, UK�

The annual subscription to the journal, which is published quarterly, is £56� 
This includes any proceedings published� More information is available on the 

society’s website at: www�spr�ac�uk�

ISSN 0037–9751

The Society for Psychical Research, 1 Vernon Mews, London, W14 0RL, UK

Telephone 020 7937 8984, email journal@spr�ac�uk, website https://www�spr�ac�uk�

NOTES FOR AUTHORS
The Journal of the Society for Psychical Research (JSPR) provides a peer‑reviewed forum 
for communication and critical debate for the community of scholars and interested parties 
involved and/or interested in the field of psychic, parapsychological or anomalous effects�

TYPES OF PAPER
The journal publishes empirical research, research notes and short letters to the editor� All 
submissions need to be in English� Research based submissions to the JSPR for publication 
need to be original (i�e�, not published or submitted for publication elsewhere), provide a 
significant contribution to the field, and be underpinned by a highly rigorous methodology�

Empirical Research (6,000 to 8,000 max)
The journal welcomes a range of empirical work including (though not restricted to): 
experimental research (quantitative and qualitative); field investigations; case 
collections; theoretical contributions; review articles; historical perspectives�

Research Notes (4,000 to 6,000 words max)
Research notes refer to short reports of interesting and important issues and/or relate to 
specific or current research carried out in the field�

Letters to the Editor (1,000 words max)
The journal welcomes letters to the editor that comment on or otherwise develop ideas 
introduced by the material published in the journal�

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
As noted above the major criteria for the acceptance of a research article will be 
its originality, significance and rigour� Detailed guidance on the preparation of 
empirical research articles, research notes and letters to the editor can be found 
on the SPR website at: https://www�spr�ac�uk/publicationsrecordingswebevents/
journal‑society‑psychical‑research�

SUBMISSION PROCESS
All submissions need to be in English and saved in Word format and then emailed as 
an attachment with a covering letter to: The Editor, Journal of the Society for Psychical 
Research� Email address: journal@spr�ac�uk�

COPYRIGHT
For all accepted submissions authors will retain copyright to their work and take 
responsibility for the views expressed� However, the SPR reserves the right to reproduce 
material published in the JSPR as part of another journal, and/or to make it available 
in electronic and/or print format� Once a submission has been accepted for publication 
in the JSPR it must NOT appear anywhere else (including an internet website) until 
the journal has been published� After publication in the JSPR authors may use the 
material as they wish but should make appropriate reference to its prior publication in 
the JSPR: for example, “This paper (material) first appeared in the Journal of the Society 
for Psychical Research, vol…, pp…, and is reproduced here with permission�”

Permissions
Corresponding authors are responsible for securing any/all written permission to reproduce 
any previously published or unpublished material for which copyright is currently held�


