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hat if, as has long been thought, spirits — of the dead or otherwise
discarnate — were real? I ask, if only to challenge current assumptions,
or, should we say, taboos?

People invoke Occam's Razor at the drop of a hat, usually to cut through
other people's arguments and champion their own. So if we were to do that now,
what would be the simplest and most elegant solution to the problem of the
paranormal? Spirits — dead, discarnate or otherwise — spirits have the day.

So why do we, in the main, reject them? People may argue that spirits have
no place in materialistic science. Indeed they do not. But that is not necessarily
because science is materialistic. After all, materialistic science has given us
Quantum Mechanics and String Theory, and all the rest, things far stranger
than Horatio dreamt of in his philosophy, or chosen belief system.

I have never been a fan of Occam's Razor.
It is just a rhetorical device. Even so, it still
leaves us with the problem of spirits.

And perhaps the problem of science. Our
President, Richard Broughton, begins his first
column by raising the possibility that

;; v mainstream science has been deluding itself
— f"" i for years by the inherent tendency of scientists
5" 4 to fudge the results, not always intentionally,
' ‘ so that they match their expectations. It is a
g ' tendency that is exacerbated by an academic
system that cries ‘Publish! Publish! Publish!
= ;,’ 7 Dr Broughton also observes that the

‘decline effect’ so rampant in parapsychology is
not parapsychology's problem alone. When
previously established scientific results can no
longer be replicated it leaves one with the
curious feeling of falling, like Alice, down the
rabbit hole.

As you read on in this issue, that feeling
will only get worse. Dr Terence Palmer has
written up the paper he presented at last
year's SPR Conference on the subject of the
science of spirit possession. Making some
enquiries into the names he mentioned, I was
delighted to receive an article from Dr Alan
Sanderson, one of the pioneers of Spirit
Release Therapy in the UK. Their case studies
make alarming reading.

If spirits are not real, then why do people
respond to them as if they were? And undergo successful treatment on that
basis? Occam's Razor has surely been blunted by over use...

The cases stack up. Jack Hunter and Dr David Luke have graciously
allowed me to reproduce an excerpt from their new anthology, Talking With the
Spirits: Ethnographies from Between the Worlds, that showcases the diversity of
contemporary spirit mediumship. The theoretical underpinning of this
collection is to take these experiences seriously.

Collector Brandon Hodge joins us again with the first of his new series on
spirit communication devices. It is a necessary historical reminder of the
importance of ‘spirits’ in the ostensibly disenchanted, modernised, mechanised
and now digitised West. We are forced to reflect — and the venerable history of
this Society will not let us forget — that the spirits are not something confined to
the exotic cultures that were once the mainstay of anthropology.

We should take the cases studies offered by Palmer and Sanderson
seriously, too, even if ‘spirits’ is not the answer we want to hear. Down the
rabbit hole things can only become stranger. y

Dr Leo Ruickbie
Editor
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